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MAJOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT APPROVED AT APPEAL; WITH FULL AWARD OF COSTS 

BCM, specialists in rural property operating throughout 

southern England, are pleased to announce the grant of 

planning permission, via Planning Appeal, for a major rural 

development in Brighstone, Isle of Wight.  The proposal 

consists of 55 residential units, doctor’s surgery and 

community park. 

The Isle of Wight Council refused consent; suggesting the 

proposal would have an unacceptable impact on the 

designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and upon the 

setting of Listed Buildings which were positioned around the 

perimeter of the site. 

The Inspector, who confirmed the Council should pay a full award of costs to the applicant, suggested the proposal and 

its design had minimal impact and was reflective of the special character of the AONB.  The Inspector also confirmed no 

discernible impact to any Listed Buildings. 

David Long, who spearheaded the Appeal, is delighted at the result.  He stated: “This shows volume objection is not a 

sufficient ground to refuse planning consent.  The Council clearly did not focus properly on the impact and refused 

consent on unsubstantiated grounds.  I am pleased the Inspector has followed policy and the correct result has been 

awarded.  Our client has entrusted this major development into our hands in the knowledge and confidence we would 

win the approval.  Although there is risk with all major developments, particularly in rural areas, I am pleased for the 

client, especially as they are part of a Charitable Trust which will enable wider benefits to be distributed”.   

This consent reaffirms BCM’s presence to deliver rural development projects and our continued sound judgement and 

understanding of planning policy.    
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For further information, please contact David Long, Planning and Development, Isle of Wight office. 
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